
Faith for the Hopeful 
The marriage at Cana 

John 2:1-11

“And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of Jesus was 
there: And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage. And when they 
wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. Jesus saith unto 
her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. His mother saith 
unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. And there were set there six wa-
terpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the Jews, containing two or three 
firkins apiece. Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots with water. And they filled 
them up to the brim. And he saith unto them, Draw out now, and bear unto the gover-
nor of the feast. And they bare it. When the ruler of the feast had tasted the water that 
was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the servants which drew the water 
knew;) the governor of the feast called the bridegroom, And saith unto him, Every man 
at the beginning doth set forth good wine; and when men have well drunk, then that 
which is worse: but thou hast kept the good wine until now. This beginning of miracles 
did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and manifested forth his glory; and his disciples believed 
on him.” John 2:1-11, KJV.

 Now, no-one, but the mystical writer “John”, mentions this miracle. The 
marriage itself also has an allegorical meaning. And the mention of the third 
day is significant, as we will see .

The marriage at Cana in John’s gospel also is a foreshadow of the marriage 
of the Lamb.  This wedding is mentioned several times in the Gospels, and in 
Revelations. In the marriage of the Lamb, the bridegroom is Christ-Jesus, and 
the bride is the Church (ekklesia) - that is all who have persevered to the end 
and who have been judged righteous, and are saved (without sin and made 
acceptable to be in God’s presence), and who are to be called the sons of God.
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Remember that these verses were written more than 50 years after the 
crucifixion, and the narrative is for the purpose of revealing divine truth, and 
may not be an accurate representation of historical events, though it may be 
based on real events. The other evangelists apparently never heard of the story, 
but why was such a miraculous event not recorded by Simon Peter (in the 
Gospel according to Mark the secretary to Peter) who was at Cana.

Let us follow the flow of events leading up to the marriage.  The First Day, 
John the Baptist is baptizing people in the river Jordan.
(Jo 1:26) John answered them, saying, I baptize with water: but there standeth one among 

you, whom ye know not;  ... 

(29)¶ The next day  [this is the 2nd day] John seeth Jesus coming unto him, and saith, Be-
hold the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world. ...

(35) Again the next day [this is the 3rd day ]. . . (36)And looking upon Jesus as he walked, 
he saith, Behold the Lamb of God! (37) ¶ And the two disciples heard him speak, and 
they followed Jesus. ...[and stayed to listen long enough to believe Jesus was the Mes-
siah, probably stayed overnight - for it was about the tenth hour i.e. 4 P.M.]  

(41) He [Andrew] first findeth his own brother Simon, and saith unto him, We have found 
the Messias. ...[this is the 4th day] 

(43) ¶ The day following  [this is the 5th day] Jesus would go forth into Galilee, [on the 
way to Cana - 3 miles from Nazareth] and findeth Philip, and saith unto him, Follow 
me. (45) Philip findeth Nathanael, and saith unto him, We have found him, of whom 
Moses in the law, and the prophets, did write, Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.  

 (49) Nathanael answered and saith unto him, Rabbi, thou art the Son of God; thou art 
the King of Israel.

You can see that The Master has with Him Andrew, John?, Simon Peter, 
Philip, and Nathanael. These must have been the disciples that The Master 
took to the wedding in Cana.

Now four of them thought that The Master was the Messiah, John the 
Baptist had told the other apostles that The Master was the Son of God (verse 
32) and Nathanael “knew” He was the Son of God, and also the King of Israel. 
The Master had known Nathanael all his life (this is the meaning of the 
Aramaic expression I saw thee under the fig tree).
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God had chosen these people to be disciples to The Master. All had been 
taught by John the Baptist. 

Now, begins chapter two.
2:1* ¶ And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee;

Obviously this third day is not the same third day as in the narrative so far, 
as in the flow of the narrative the marriage would have been on the sixth day. 
So the third day for the marriage must have another meaning. 
Jo 2:1* ¶ And the third day there was a marriage in Cana of Galilee; and the mother of 

Jesus was there: 2* And both Jesus was called, and his disciples, to the marriage. 3*And 
when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto him, They have no wine. 4* 
Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee? mine hour is not yet come. 
5* His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it. 6* And 
there were set there six waterpots of stone, after the manner of the purifying of the 
Jews, containing two or three firkins apiece.7* Jesus saith unto them, Fill the waterpots 
with water. And they filled them up to the brim.8* And he saith unto them, Draw out 
now, and bear unto the governor of the feast. And they bare it.9* When the ruler of the 
feast had tasted the water that was made wine, and knew not whence it was: (but the 
servants which drew the water knew;) the governor of the feast called the bride-
groom,10* And saith unto him, Every man at the beginning doth set forth good wine; 
and when men have well drunk, then that which is worse: but thou hast kept the good 
wine until now.11* This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee, and mani-
fested forth his glory; and his disciples believed on him. Let’s start with: His disciples 
believed on Him. 

They must have understood  who He was from the statement of John the 
Baptist, and from Nathanael’s instantaneous recognition. But something had 
happened to them spiritually, upon the manifestation of His glory (glory = 
God’s invisible presence) , and they immediately believed  i.e. they knew in 
their hearts that The Master was from God.

John the Evangelist wanted to show, I think, that The Master was reluctant 
to begin His Father’s work. It required a Mother’s push to get Him to do what 
He was born for - to fulfill the law and to bring joy to the world. Perhaps The 
Master thought it was a little too soon to show His true nature to people who 
had only known Him a few days. He might scare them off ! 
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But He could not refuse a request from His Mother (remember this), 
though He playfully chided her for trying to order God around.

He said something like “Mother, what am I going to do with you? 
Nevertheless I will do what you expect of me, and will help these friends of 
yours.”

It was  only His disciples, and His brethren who witnessed the miracle; for 
the demonstration was for their benefit. 

The servants (diakonos in Gk. = deacons) which drew the water must have 
been from amongst them.

Now the conversion of the water to the wine took place, I think, as the 
water was poured into the drinking vessel, not the entire jar was converted to 
wine, and this is why:

The six stone jars held water used for purification of the Jews, and their 
ute66nsils - for hand washing, plates, cups etc. according to the Jewish laws 
regarding purification. These jars contained water, but were not full. It was 
Jesus who had the jars filled to the brim. You see, before the water could be 
turned into wine, the jars had to be full to the brim - or full-filled. Perhaps, the 
Jars represent  The Law and the Prophets - In the Jewish scripture there are 
these books B’resheet. Sh’mot, Vayikra, B’midbar, D’varim, and Nevi’im (the 
book of the Prophets) making six books. These teachings were the means of 
purification of the Jewish race. The Master came to fulfill the Law, so perhaps 
the filling of the jars to the brim was an allegory for this fulfillment.

Then, after fulfilling the Law, He was to bring something else to the 
children of God - Joy,  represented by the wine (his blood). For there is a 
proverb where there is no wine there is no Joy.  

Now the disciples knew where the wine came from - The Master - but those 
outside this select group had no idea where it came from.

And it seems to me that He did not want the source of the wine to be 
divulged outside the group, because His hour had not come (to announce who 
He was). Also when He chided His mother is was partly to warn her not to 
brag about his powers, for fear of the news getting out to the authorities.
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So here we have a miracle that was prophetic about the role The Master was 
to play in the fulfillment of the Torah and the means by which He would bring 
joy to the world.

At the close of the narrative, The Master and His mother, His brethren and 
disciples walk away in the sure knowledge of who He is, leaving the other 
guests in ignorance of the miracle that occurred at the marriage.

On the significance of the third day.

The third day is perhaps in reference to the resurrection. The expression 
appears several times in the Gospels and in those cases it  refers to the death 
and resurrection of The Master.
Notes  

Perhaps “John” was the very respected prophet in Ephesus - the same who signed himself  
“John the Elder” in the epistle of  John. It is possible that he was John the Apostle, but not likely 
as John the Apostle (son of  Zebedee) would have been over 100 years old at the time John’s Gos-
pel was written.

It is possible that John of  Ephesus took it upon himself  to write down John of  Zebedee’s 
memoirs, in the first person out of  love for John.

John saw something above and beyond Mary’s role as The Master’s mother, in the fact that 
she was there for this inauguration and for the final events of  the crucifixion and resurrection.

There is another meaning to this miracle. John was perhaps making a statement that the old 
days of  water purification in order to become “clean” of  sins (a la John the Baptist water bap-
tism) was to be replaced by a cleansing of  sins by The Master’s blood on the cross - the red wine 
being a symbol of  his blood. See also lesson 34 The Missionary Church about the comparison 
between John B’s water baptism and The Master’s baptism by Spirit and Fire.

“John” never mentions any of  these apostles in his gospel. 
1. Matthew - Levi the publican (recruited by The Master in Capernaum). 
2. Bartholomew (in some commentaries he is thought to be Nathanael, though Zacchaeus is 

also thought to be Nathanael)
3. Simon the Patriot,-Zealot - Zealotes (also, the Canaanite), 
4. Thaddaeus (also called Labbaeus)
5. Judas the brother of  James
6. James the son of  Alphaeus, a publican like Matthew. 
Presumably they were not at the wedding.
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